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AUTOMOTIVE BUZZ
Drivers save money and time with electric cars
BY ANDREW DOMINO

Electric car drivers say high gas prices and
growing opportunities to recharge are leading the
automotive industry into the future of cars.
There are more than 30 different types of
battery-powered electric vehicles available from
major auto manufacturers, according to Plug In
America: a nonprofit advocacy group for electric
car drivers and manufacturers. That includes the
BMW i8, Tesla’s Model S, the Ford Fusion and
even a handful of electric motorcycles.
There are also dozens of gas and electric-powered
hybrid cars, both ones that plug into an electric
charger and vehicles that use electricity for lower
speeds — and gas for higher speeds — when it’s
most efficient. The reasons for buying electric are
almost as varied as the cars themselves.
“Early adapters thought it was cool,” said
Thomas Thias of Sundance Chevrolet in Grand
Ledge, Mich. He spends part of each day
compiling information about electric vehicles and
advancing sustainable energy on his Twitter feed.
“Personally, it’s about saving green — as in,
American dollars.”
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Thias estimates that he saves $120 a month
or more on the price of gas and maintenance,
replacing a traditional gas-powered car with a
Chevy Volt. And he isn’t the only one buying
electric. According to EV Obsession, a website
that tracks the electric car industry, more than
4,000 fully electric vehicles were sold in the
U.S. in June 2017, double the number sold in
the same amount of time for 2016. That’s only
counting five of the major electric car models —
the BMW i3, Chevy Bolt, Ford Focus Electric,
Nissan Leaf and Volkswagen e-Golf.
The highest-profile manufacturer in the electric
car field, Tesla, doesn’t release monthly sales
figures, but the company sold about 13,000
Model S vehicles in the first quarter of 2017.
Analysts expect sales to improve over the next
18 months, as the company is introducing a
lower-priced — starting at $35,000 — electric
car, the Model 3.
The U.S. Energy Information Administration
(EIA) projects the sales of battery-powered
electric vehicles to increase to 6 percent of
all the total light-duty vehicles, or passenger
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cars, sold between 2016 and 2040. In 2025,
Americans are projected to make about 9
percent of their vehicle purchases batterypowered electric cars, plug-in hybrid electric
cars and hydrogen fuel cell vehicles.
CHARGING STATIONS
The term “electric vehicle,” in this case, is
referring to a car that is plugged into a charging
station, typically a box about 1 -square-foot
which is plugged into the wall of the car
owner’s home. The most basic charging station,
a “Level 1” 120-volt station, can be attached to
a regular wall socket and can fully charge a car
in several hours (depending on the size of the
batteries and the strength of the current, among
other factors).
“Wherever you can plug in your cellphone, you
can plug in your car,” Thias said.
More common is the “Level 2” 240-volt station,
twice as fast as the 120-volt version. There are
other options, including the DC Fast Charger
and the Tesla Supercharger, which re-powers a
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Tesla electric car in about 30 minutes. Electric
cars come with a Level 1 charger, but installing
a Level 2 home-charging station typically costs
between $500 and $1,000.

stinky gasoline is until you don’t have to pull into
a gas station all the time.”

There are about 30 total Level 2 charging stations
in the Lansing area, mostly downtown and near
the Michigan State University campus. Several
Tesla superchargers are in Michigan, though state
law prohibits the sale of Tesla cars in the Great
Lakes State.

A 2015 study by the AAA Foundation for Traffic
Safety and the Urban Institute found Americans
drive about 29 miles each day, mostly for short
trips to work, the grocery store or other errands.
That’s well within the range of most electric cars
available in the U.S., the distance before the car
needs another full charge, with cars offering a
range from 75 to more than 200 miles per charge.

Despite that setback and a fluctuating stock price
— a difference of about $200 per share over the
last 12 months — Bill Anderson of Charlotte
said he’s holding on to his Tesla shares. He’s
also promoting electric cars as a board member
of the Michigan Electric Auto Association, an
organization of electric car supporters. He owns
a 2016 Ford C-MAX Energi and a 2013 C-MAX
hybrid. Anderson is retired from the Michigan
Association of Insurance Agents, where he did a
lot of driving across the state; he took a test drive
of an electric vehicle, while car shopping a few
years ago, and never looked back.
“I hated paying big oil companies all that
money,” Anderson said. “You don’t realize how

SHORT-TERM TRIPS

Electric cars don’t have an exhaust system, with
smoke coming from the rear of the car every
time the driver pushes down the accelerator.
That doesn’t mean the car is completely
environmentally friendly; like any household
appliance, an electric car charging station draws on
electricity provided by a power plant. In Michigan,
more electricity is generated by coal, 43.6 percent
in 2015, than any other fuel source, according to
the U.S. Energy Information Administration.
But an electric car does save costs for fuel. Plug
In America estimates the cost of gas for a car
is nearly three times the cost of electricity to

power a similar-sized car over the course of a
year. Thias said some places that he brings his
electric vehicle elect to offer free “refills” for
his car, a strong motivation to repay the host of
the charging station.
“If I can drive free, I’ll go in and buy something
while I’m waiting for my car to charge,” Thias said.
Anderson said he likes the convenience
of his electric cars too, as they have fewer
maintenance expenses. “There’s no oil to
change, no exhaust,” he said. “You just have to
replace tires and wiper blades.”
Anderson is also looking forward to Drive
Electric Week, a nationwide celebration for
electric car fans from September 9 to 17. Nothing
is yet planned for Lansing, but there will be
events stretching from South Haven to Plymouth,
which are mainly opportunities to try driving
an electric car and for vehicle owners to answer
questions — even if they’re not the right ones.
“What draws people to the cars initially is,
‘What is the miles per gallon?’” Anderson said.
“Costs, charging — forget all that stuff. Just
drive it.”
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